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Do not use plywood cleats

Wood Scaffold Planks 
Standards for the selection, examination and  

maintenance of wood scaffold planks 

 

Potential hazard: 
 
Damaged or faulty wood planks on a scaffold can break when weight is placed on them. This can 
lead to falls and severe injuries to workers working on the scaffold, as well as injuries to workers 
working nearby. 
 

How to control the hazard: 
 

To prevent these hazards, wood scaffold planks should be selected and maintained according to the 
guidelines below. 
 

Inspect all wood planks before installing on a scaffold and at regular intervals during use to ensure 
that the planks are in safe condition. Each individual plank must be secured to prevent movement. 
Planks, if manufactured, must be used, stored, inspected and maintained according to the 
manufacturer’s specifications. 
 
 

1. PLANKS The wood plank must be No. 1 construction grade 

lumber (S-P-F), or better, nominal size 50mm (2") by 250mm (10"). 

They must be properly seasoned and free from bow, crook, cup or 

twisted warp. The planks are 5 m (16 ft) or less in length and have 

the same thickness as the adjoining planks; are laid tightly together 

side-by-side with adjoining planks to cover the full width of the 

scaffold platform; and extend at least 150 mm (6”), but not more 

than 300 mm (12”), beyond the end supports of the scaffold. If the planks overlap, the overlap must be 

centered directly over a vertical support of the scaffold and the overlapping planks extend at least 300 mm 

(12”) beyond the end supports of a scaffold. Where platforms consist of wood planks, the scaffold must have 

vertical supports for the planks at least every 2.5 m (8 ft). 
 

 

2. SPLITS   Planks with splits wider than 10mm (3/8") 

and lengthwise splits closer than 75mm (3") to the edge 

of the plank must be removed from service. When a 

lengthwise split in a plank exceeds 1/2 the length of the 

plank, then that plank should also be removed from 

service. 

 

 

 

NOTE: Plywood cleats should not be used along the 

length of the plank to keep planks from splitting. The 

cleats may cause the plank to rot in the area where the 

cleat has been fastened because it will retain moisture. 

Scaffold planks with cleats should be inspected and 

immediately removed from service if there is any 

indication of wood rot. 
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3. WOODGRAIN The grain is not to exceed a slope of   

1 in 12 along the length of the plank. Proper end cleats 

must still be used to prevent the plank from sliding off 

the scaffold frame. 

 

 

Pre-manufactured metal or laminated                                           

                                                                                         scaffold planks are a good alternative to         

                                                                                         standard wood planking, as they are   

                                                                                         of a consistent quality and provide a           

long service life. 

 

 

 

 

4. KNOTS Knots must be sound, tight and spaced 

well apart. Maximum knot size for a 50mm (2”) by 250 

mm (10”) plank is 50mm (2"). Knots on the edge of a 

plank must not be greater than 10mm (3/8") width or 

spiked across the entire width.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference to legal requirements under workplace safety and health legislation: 

  Scaffolds and Other Elevated Work Platforms:  Manitoba Regulation 217/2006 Part 28  

 

Additional workplace safety and health information available at: safemanitoba.com 
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    Slope of grain not to exceed 1 in 12 

 

                Knot at edge of plank 

4. 

http://safemanitoba.com/

